[image: image1.png]american dance festival




PRESS CONTACTS 

National Press Representative: Ellen Jacobs Associates

eja@ejassociates.org / (212) 245-5100

NC Press Representative: Margaret Townsend Potnick

margaret.townsend@duke.edu / (919) 684-6402

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

2006 AMERICAN DANCE FESTIVAL PRESENTS OVER 25 PREMIERES BY A HOST OF FOREIGN AND AMERICAN DANCE COMPANIES, JUNE 8–JULY 22

SEASON INCLUDES U.S. AND WORLD PREMIERES BY

 DAVID DORFMAN, EMANUEL GAT, SHEN WEI, DOUG VARONE, 

LARRY KEIGWIN, SARA JULI, RONALD K. BROWN, 

TATIANA BAGANOVA, TAKUYA MURAMATSU AND LUIS GARAY

DURHAM, NC – The American Dance Festival has spent decades scouring the planet in search of untapped dance talent, commissioning premieres from young artists and major established choreographers, providing a summer stage for many returning artists, while offering a slew of ancillary programs that ensure the groundbreaking tradition of modern dance.  It is no accident then, that for 73 years, ADF has been the summer epicenter for experiment, surprise and change.
Take out your calculators.  During the 2006 ADF, June 8–July 22, look for 25 premieres, 4 debuts and 13 return engagements by companies and artists based in Israel, Spain, Russia, Japan, Argentina, and of course, the United States.   Expect world premieres from Shen Wei Dance Arts, Ronald K. Brown/EVIDENCE, Doug Varone and Dancers, David Dorfman Dance, Keigwin + Company, Sara Juli, as well as from Tatiana Baganova, Luis Garay and Takuya Muramatsu, who are participants in the ADF International Choreographers Commissioning Program (ICCP). 
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Other highlights include a U.S. premiere by Israel’s Emanuel Gat Dance and ADF debuts by Miguel Gutierrez, Sara Juli, Luis Garay and Spain’s Soledad Barrio & Noche Flamenca.  Rounding out the international line-up with two more ADF premieres are Russia’s Provincial Dances Theatre and a cross-cultural program by Pandit Chitresh Das (Kathak) and Jason Samuels Smith (Tap).  ADF stalwarts Pilobolus and the Paul Taylor Dance Company–both winners of the Samuel H. Scripps/American Dance Festival Award–return with ADF premieres.      

Of the season’s premieres, eight were commissioned by the 2006 ADF: Emanuel Gat Dance, Shen Wei Dance Arts, Doug Varone and Dancers, Keigwin + Company, Ronald K. Brown/EVIDENCE and all three ICCP performances.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Among the international dance companies slated for this year’s ADF, Provincial Dances Theatre from Yekaterinburg, Russia will present Tatiana Baganova’s “Wings at Tea,” (June 26–28), a full evening work featuring original music by American cellist Chris Lancaster.  The surreal, image-ridden dance theater piece (the Devil plays a cello and a pig flies) explores the human condition and the battle of the sexes through a series of wildly imaginative vignettes infused with sly doses of off-the-wall wit.  An earlier version of the work premiered at the 2001 ADF as part of the ICCP. The engagement marks Provincial Dances Theatre’s second visit to the ADF.

Marking its second consecutive season at ADF, Emanuel Gat Dance, based in Kiryat Gat, Israel, will present the American premiere of  “K626” (June 29–July 1), titled after the Kershaw number of its 45-minute Mozart score, “Requiem, K626.”  The music’s 13 parts are separated by long intervals of silence.  Combining deep emotion and abstraction, the 60-minute dance calls on the company’s 11 female dancers to explore contemporary and classical notions of women dancing.  Reflecting the international recognition that the two-year-old troupe has rapidly received, “K626” is a co-commission of the ADF, Festival de Marseille (France), UzesDance (France), GRAN teater for Dans (Denmark) and TANZtheater International (Germany).

Although an annual visitor to New York City theaters, the Madrid-based Soledad Barrio & Noche Flamenca will make its ADF debut with a program showcasing the wide 

range of flamenco forms (July 20-22). Barrio, renowned for her compelling sensuality and
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soulful earthiness, headlines the show.  The accompanying band of Spanish dancers, musicians and vocalists, an integral part of flamenco, echo the mystery, complexity and vitality of the centuries-old form.  

A cross-cultural premiere, “Rhythm Suites: Kathak & Tap Dance” (June 15-17), joins Indian master Kathak dancer Pandit Chitresh Das, 60, and Los Angeles master tapper Jason Samuels Smith, 24, in a program of collaborative jamming.  Uniting worlds by trading moves to music by their respective cultures, the performances showcase the similarities of the two dance forms’ dependence on rhythmic complexity, intricate footwork and improvisation.  

Additionally, Japan’s Takuya Muramatsu, Argentina’s Luis Garay and Russia’s Tatiana Baganova will create new works on ADF dancers as part of the Festival’s International Choreographer’s Commissioning Program.  The ADF-commissioned dances will receive their world premieres at ADF, July 17–19.  

DOMESTIC RETURNS:  The Paul Taylor Dance Company returns to ADF, June 8–10, with a program celebrating Taylor’s famed versatility.  Highlights feature Taylor’s 2005 dark look at death, “Banquet of Vultures,” set to Morton Feldman’s 1976 “Oboe and Orchestra.”  Two other works to be announced.  

Pilobolus, which has summered at ADF since the fungus-named company’s beginnings in 1971, will present “Prism” by Michael Tracy, Jonathan Wolken’s freshly minted “Memento Mori” (2006), as well as a host of Pilobolus hits showcasing the troupe’s athletic, and at times dark, wit: “Shizen” (1978), “Day Two” (1980) “Solo from the Empty Suitor” (1980) and “Gnomen” (1997).  The company performs June 22–24.  

 In his multimedia “underground,” a world premiere (June 12–14), David Dorfman explores the inside world of political activism through text by Anne Washburn, an original score by Jonathan Bepler, video design by Jacob Pinholster.  Alex Timbers serves as co-director and dramaturge.   

New York downtown stars, Sara Juli and Miguel Gutierrez, will make ADF debuts (June 19–20) in a double bill that features Gutierrez’s well-received 2005 solo, “Retrospective Exhibitionist” and Juli’s world premiere, “Deep Throat.”  

Though it can be argued whether Shen Wei is an American or Chinese artist (He is now an American resident and his work is highly influenced by his Chinese opera and
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modern dance training.), his dances stand on their own highly original ground.  At ADF Shen Wei Dance Arts presents an ADF-commissioned world premiere (title to come), July 3–5, based on his recent trips to Tibet. The 20-minute work features a set designed by the choreographer and ancient Chinese poetry from the Tang Dynasty interwoven with conversations Wei recorded with Tibetans.  The score combines eastern and western instrumentals and vocals. The company will also perform Wei’s 2005 “Map,” a pulsing work set to Steve Reich.  

Doug Varone, who has been steadily claiming a unique place as a master in contemporary dance, will present an ADF-commissioned world premiere (information to come) along with two major works, July 6–8: The explosive and subtle  “Castles” (2004), set to Prokofiev’s “Waltz Suite, Op. 110” and Varone’s signature “Rise,” whose ecstatic choreography is set to John Adams’s “Fearful Symmetries.”  

Two world premieres—“A Modern Line,” an ADF commission, and “Only the Lonely”—highlight Keigwin + Company’s return to the Festival, July 10–12. Using ADF students and Durham community members, and set to Ravel’s “Bolero,” the  “A Chorus Line”-inspired work, “A Modern Line” wittily examines the audition process in the context of daily life.  The other world premiere, “Only the Lonely,” set to music from the ‘80’s, is a series of duets revealing differing perspectives on love.  “Urban Birds” parallels the soaring flights of migrating birds and humans in an urban landscape; “Comic Strip” is filled with frolicking, gender-bending superheroes; and “Lazy Boy,” a solo for Keigwin, reflects on American TV culture.  

Ronald K. Brown/Evidence will present the ADF-commissioned world premiere of “One Shot” (working title) inspired by the African American photographer, Charles “Teenie” Harris, nicknamed One Shot.  The scenic design includes film/collage photographs by the Pittsburgh photographer; the music combines classical jazz by Billy Strayhorn and the torch ballads of Phyllis Hyman, among others.  Also on the program are Brown’s “Order My Steps” (2005), which takes its title from the 119th Psalm and is set to music by Terry Riley, Fred Hammond and Bob Marley, as well as “High Life” which Brown premiered in 2000.  The company performs July 13–15.
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other stagings: The ADF Musicians Concert (June 21) and ADF Faculty Concert (July 9) showcase the works of ADF’s international musicians and faculty members. The Balasaraswati/Joy Ann Dewey Beinecke Endowed Chair for Distinguished Teaching Award Ceremony (June 17) honors Dr. Charles “Chuck” Davis, founder and artistic director of the African American Dance Ensemble.  Murray Louis will receive this year’s Samuel H. Scripps/ADF Award and its $35,000 prize (June 18).  Acts to Follow (June 17 & 24 and July 1, 8 & 15) features free performances of works by 16 professional North Carolina choreographers.

Professional Programs: The Institute for Dance Criticism (June 24–July 18) offers fellowships for journalists to strengthen their dance writing and criticism skills. The Dance Professionals Workshop (June 16–July 13) allows participants to design a week of their own at ADF. 

Educational Programs: Over 330 students attend the Six Week School (June 8–July 23) and Four Week School for Young Dancers (June 25–July 21), where they are taught by an international faculty of more than 30 artists. The Hollins University/American Dance Festival M.F.A. Degree Program in Dance, established in 2005, is designed for students to study at both the ADF and at Hollins University. The ADF offers Internships in all areas of arts administration, archives management and dance production, as well as full and partial Scholarships. 

Humanities and Community Projects: Up Close with the Artists is a free seminar and discussion series with ADF artists, and ADF Project Dance exposes youth from the local community to dance and performance.  Festival visitors go behind the scenes with ADF Community Tours (June 19–July 14). 

International Programs: ADF directs international exchanges and residencies year-round in over 20 countries, and has brought over 400 choreographers from around the world to the Festival, through both the International Choreographers Residency Program (ICR), created in 1984, and the ICCP.  ADF will host the 11th annual Dancing for the Camera: International Festival of Film and Video Dance (July 7–9), as well as the new Screendance: The State of the Art (July 6–9), a four-day conference on the state of filmed dance around the world.

ADF Archives & Media: In a collaboration with Duke University’s libraries, the ADF Archives are home to a multitude of videos, photographs, audiotapes and records dating from the early 1930s.  ADF also produces the documentary series “Speaking of Dance: Conversations with Contemporary Masters.”

About the ADF: The site of over 570 premieres, ADF was established in 1934 in Bennington, VT by Martha Graham, Hanya Holm, Doris Humphrey and Charles Weidman and was led by Director Martha Hill.  Currently under the direction of Director Charles L. Reinhart and Associate Director Jodee Nimerichter, ADF has a worldwide reputation for discovering, commissioning and bringing deserved recognition to many of modern dance’s finest talents–from seasoned artists to emerging choreographers. 
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Tickets to ADF performances range from $21–$41, and can be purchased online at www.ticket.duke.edu, by calling 919-684-4444 or at the box office in the Bryan Center on Duke University’s West Campus. Subscriptions are on sale beginning April 17; Single tickets go on sale May 8. The Kids Night Out program offers a free ticket to a child or young adult, 6-16 years old, with the purchase of an adult ticket.

Children’s Matinee tickets cost $12. This season will feature the following 1pm Children’s Matinees: Pilobolus on June 24 in Page Auditorium, Keigwin + Company on July 8 in Reynolds Industries Theater and Soledad Barrio & Noche Flamenca on July 22 in Page Auditorium. 

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SCHEDULE FOR DETAILS 

ON DATES, TIMES AND VENUES.

###

David Dorfman Dance’s ADF performances are funded, in part, by a grant from the Southern Arts Federation in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts and the North Carolina Arts Council. • Major support for the Provincial Dances Theatre performances is provided by the Trust for Mutual Understanding. • Emanuel Gat’s “K626” is commissioned by the ADF with support from the Doris Duke Awards for New Work. The ADF performances are funded, in part, by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Consulate General of Israel in Atlanta and New York. • Shen Wei’s new work is commissioned by the ADF with support from the Doris Duke Awards for New Work and the Mulit-Arts Production Fund, a program of Creative Capital supported by the Rockefeller Foundation. • Doug Varone’s new work is commissioned by the ADF with support from the Doris Duke Awards for New Work. • Larry Keigwin’s “A Modern Line” is commissioned by the ADF with support from the Doris Duke Awards for New Work. • Ronald K. Brown’s new work is commissioned by the ADF with support from the Doris Duke Awards for New Work. • The three new ICCP works are commissioned by the ADF with support from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and the ADF/Stephanie Reinhart Fund.  Additional funding for Tatiana Baganova provided, in part, by the Trust for Mutual Understanding. 

With heartfelt appreciation, ADF acknowledges contributions received for the 2006 season (at press time) from the following sources: Altria, Inc.; Asian Cultural Council; Brenda and Keith Brodie; Betsy F. Buford and Donald G. Mathews; City of Durham; Consulate General of Israel in Atlanta and New York; Doris Duke Charitable Foundation; Jean Fisher, matched by IBM; Flywheel Design*; B. Gail Freeman and Susan Gidwitz; Julie and Randy Forehand; Fox Family Foundation, Inc.; Judy and Shannon Hallman; The Herald-Sun**; Richard and Ford Hibbits; Durham Hilton*; Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Linda Marks; Andrew W. Mellon Foundation; Catherine and Carlton Midyette; The Multi-Arts Production Fund; Martha and Gerry Myers; National Endowment for the Arts; The News & Observer**; Noël Family Fund of Triangle Community Foundation; North Carolina Arts Council, an agency funded by the State of North Carolina and the National Endowment for the Arts; Nosh*; Susan and Dale Oller; Quintiles; Alex Sagan; Judith Sagan; Paul and Ann Sagan; Samuel H. Scripps; The Esther and Otto Seligmann and Arnhold Foundations; Southern Arts Federation; Mary West Toben; Trust for Mutual Understanding; Steve Wainwright; Widmark Family Fund of Triangle Community Foundation; Allen and Diane Wold; and numerous others.
* In-Kind Donations

** Media Sponsors
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