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For Immediate Release

FRENCH INSTITUTE ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE

PRESENTS

CROSSING THE LINE 2008
SEPTEMBER 16 – OCTOBER 5

France, known for insisting that culture be integral to all matters of everyday life, will

reveal its most recent artistic border-crossing adventures in FIAF's Crossing The Line

2008.  "Old Europe," it's not.  See below for thumbnail sketches about what to expect

from the 18 world and American premieres in music, theater, dance and the visual

arts by France's new generation of artists.  Lili Chopra, FIAF Vice President of

Cultural Affairs, and Simon Dove, Chair, Herberger College Dance at Arizona State

University, masterminded the three weeks of events.

FIAF FESTIVAL BEGINS WITH “THE LAST PERFORMANCE” (A LECTURE) BY

JÉRÔME BEL IN FIAF’S LE SKYROOM, SEPTEMBER 10
Crossing The Line’s wink at tradition will be introduced in choreographer Jérôme Bel’s “The Last
Performance” (a lecture) on September 10.  Bel’s work, a response to a poorly received
performance that he had done, which he then transformed into this piece of performance art,

typifies the mischievous wit and creative spirit that infuses the three-week long festival.  Hence,
Bel’s evening is called a Prelude.

CATHERINE BAŸ’S “SNOW WHITE” MAKES U.S DEBUT ON NEW YORK CITY

STREETS, SEPTEMBER 16; VIDEO INSTALLATION STARRING SNOW WHITE ON

DISPLAY IN THE HOTEL ON RIVINGTON LOBBY, SEPTEMBER 16 - OCTOBER 5
Who is the real Snow White?  Well, one distinctly non-Disney version can be sighted on various
Manhattan streets beginning in front of the Diane von Furstenberg shop in the Meat Packing
district on September 16.  It’s a one-night only event!  However, the ageless symbol of squeaky
clean will also be seen in various incarnations (as a washer woman, security surveillance agent,
etc.) via Catherine Baÿ’s ongoing video in the lobby of The Hotel on Rivington through October
5.  Both works are U.S. premieres.

VIRGINIE YASSEF’S MULTIMEDIA INSTALLATION, “ALLOY,” AT FIAF GALLERY,

SEPTEMBER 16 – OCTOBER 4
“Alloy,” the title work in Virginie Yassef’s multimedia installation on display in the FIAF Gallery
September 16-October 4, combines music, text, sculpture, and photography.  The installation
also features Yassef’s “Fantomes.Parachutes.Dragons.Projectiles,” created in Beijing in 2004;
“Dragonfly.Canyon.Spiders.Cling.10 Mille Fourmis;” and “Et le mur lui obeit (And the Wall
Obeyed Him).”

MORE
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SAMUEL BECKETT’S “THE IMAGE,” DIRECTED BY ARTHUR NAUZYCIEL, HAS U.S.

PREMIERE IN FIAF’S LE SKYROOM, SEPTEMBER 18 – 20
Samuel Beckett’s “The Image,” a relatively unknown–and relatively short–story (a single

sentence extending over nine pages) will have its U.S. premiere at FIAF, September 18-20.  As
directed by the much-decorated young French artist Arthur Nauzyciel, the 45-minute version of
the play (in French with English subtitles) features the French actor Lou Doillon, the Belgian
dancer Damien Jalet, and a New York-based musician (to be announced).  The performance will
take place on a specially-installed grass lawn in FIAF’s penthouse space, Le Skyroom.

THE BAD PLUS WITH GUEST PIANIST BENOÎT DELBECQ, JAZZES UP FLORENCE

GOULD HALL, SEPTEMBER 20
The New York City-based jazz band, The Bad Plus, comprised of bassist Reid Anderson, pianist
Ethan Iverson and drummer David King, will be joined by French pianist Benoît Delbecq for an
evening of far out, wildly eclectic jazz sounds.  Delbecq begins with a solo set, followed by a
duet with David King before the group converges for a world premiere commissioned for
Crossing The Line 2008.  The new work is an adaptation of the Serge Gainsbourg song “Ballade
De Melody Nelson.”

“WHY DO POLITICIANS NEED ARTISTS?,” PUBLIC DIALOGUE MODERATED BY

ANDRE LEPECKI AT FIAF’S TINKER AUDITORIUM, SEPTEMBER 20
While politics has been spoken about as an art, why do politicians need artists?  The topic will
be questioned from all points of view and examined in terms of the role that a healthy artistic
community plays in a country’s health, and what kinds of policies should our current political
candidates include in their campaigns.  Panel participants are from both sides of the ocean:
Independent, New York-based artists Ralph Lemon and Julia Mandle and Arthur Nauzyciel,
Artistic Director of National Dramatic Center of Orleans in France.  Associate Profession of
Performance Studies at NYU Andre Lepecki will moderate.

FILMMAKER MARIE LOSIER PRESENTS “FILM PORTRAITS” AT FLORENCE

GOULD HALL, SEPTEMBER 23; LOSIER’S INSTALLATION, “OUTTAKES,” ON

DISPLAY AT THE LUXE GALLERY, SEPTEMBER 7 – OCTOBER 8
A series of film portraits by Marie Losier, who specializes in unexpected takes on her subjects,

will be shown at Florence Gould Hall on September 23.  Her profiles include “The Passion of
Joan of Arc,” “The Ontological Cowboy,” “Manuelle Labor” and “Tony Conrad, DreaMinimalist;”
Conrad will join Losier in a discussion following the show.  At the Luxe Gallery, September 7-
October 8, Losier’s wildly creative imagination will be seen in “Outtakes,” the filmmaker’s first
solo exhibit designed for a gallery space.  Devoted to industrial rock pioneer Genesis P-Orridge,
the installation is comprised of peephole boxes, antique lenses and a campy music video
machine from the early 1960’s–all used in the service of a retelling of film history with P-Orridge
as its star.

MORE
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U.S. PREMIERE OF CHRISTIAN RIZZO’S INSTALLATION, “100% POLYESTER;”

ALONG WITH RIZZO’S FILM “FANTÔMES ET VANITÉS Nº4;” AND A NEW DANCE

PERFORMED BY I-FANG LIN AT CPR-CENTER FOR PERFORMANCE RESEARCH @

GREENBELT, BROOKLYN, SEPTEMBER 25 – 27
The Center for Performance Research @ Greenbelt, founded and co-directed by
choreographers/dancers Jonah Bokaer and John Jasperse, launches its first public
performances with the long-overdue American debut of French artist Christian Rizzo.  Each of

Rizzo’s three premieres will occupy a different space in the building.  "100% Polyester,"
conceived as a dance without bodies, is an ethereal shadow game created by the play of
movement of two dresses suspended from the ceiling choreographed by the gentle wind of
fifteen fans. "100% Polyester" takes place in CPR's small studio.  Rizzo's "Fantômes et Vanités
N°4," a 50-minute film commissioned by the Cinématique de la Danse, will be shown in an
empty office.  The film is described as a "self-portrait in which the subject never appears."  A
solo work performed by renowned performer I-Fang Lin comes closest to the conventional
definition of "dance," offering a stunning performance about the cultural transfiguration of a
Taiwanese woman living in France.  The untitled work will be performed in CPR's 45-foot by 45-
foot theater space.  All three are U.S. premieres.

AMERICAN PREMIERE OF IVANA MÜLLER’S “WHILE WE WERE HOLDING IT

TOGETHER” AT FLORENCE GOULD HALL, SEPTEMBER 24 – 26 WHILE HER VIDEO

INSTALLATION, “THINKING OF EACH OTHER LIKE GOOD FRIENDS WOULD” ON

DISPLAY IN DANCE THEATER WORKSHOP LOBBY, SEPTEMBER 23 – OCTOBER 5
Ivana Müller will give audiences a double-take on her prodigious creativity.  Her work will be
seen live, actually in a tableau vivant, at Florence Gould Hall.  Disquieting and funny by turns,

“While We Were Holding It Together,” questions the relation of spectator to performer, personal
to collective and the imaginary to the physical.  “Thinking of Each Other Like Good Friends
Would,” a video installation, will be specially created for the lobby space at Dance Theater
Workshop, where it will be on display September 23-October 5.   

“FOOD FUTURES” HOSTED BY FRENCH TV PERSONALITY JULIE ANDRIEU

FEATURES CHEFS WYLIE DUFRESNE AND DAVID ZUDDAS WITH

MULTIDISCIPLINARY ARTIST CHRISTIAN RIZZO, SEPTEMBER 27 & 28 AT FIAF’S

LE SKYROOM
Food for thought and a bit to taste.  That’s what’s scheduled for two days when French
television host and food writer Julie Andrieu moderates discussions–and demonstrations–
between two world class, cutting edge chefs Wylie Dufresne of New York’s wd~50 and David
Zuddas, a leader of France’s professional culinary movement, Generations C.  Multi-disciplinary
artist Christian Rizzo, a self-described “foodie” puts in his two cents concerning the inspiration of
food on his work.  On September 28, Zuddas demonstrates some of his groundbreaking
approaches to food with a tasting to follow.

MORE
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PIERRE COULIBEUF FILMS, “LOVE NEUTRAL” AND “BALKAN BAROQUE” AT

FIAF’S TINKER AUDITORIUM, SEPTEMBER 30
Two riveting films by the prize-winning director Pierre Coulibeuf, “Love Neutral” and “Balkan
Baroque,” will receive their American debuts at FIAF’s Tinker Auditorium on September 30.  In
the 28-minute “Love Neutral,” Coulibeuf, who is also a visual artist, documents a love
relationship as it begins to fall apart.  “Balkan Baroque,” 63 minutes in length, presents the
autobiography, both real and imagined, of the Yugoslavian-born body art performance artist
Marina Abramovic, whose life was profoundly affected by Tito’s reign.  Both films are in French

with English subtitles.

“ELDORADO/PRELJOCAJ,” A FILM IN TWO PARTS DIRECTED BY OLIVIER

ASSAYAS, IS SHOWN IN FIAF’S TINKER AUDITORIUM, OCTOBER 1
“Eldorado/Preljocaj” is the response to a challenge posed by choreographer Angelin Preljocaj to
film director and critic Olivier Assayas to document the creation of “Eldorado,” set to Karlheinz
Stockhausen’s work for five synthesizers (“Sonntags Abschied”).  The 42-minute result helps
demystify the creative process, while offering both a moving testament to the difficulties and joys

of making art and providing rare insight into the relationship of sound and movement.
“Eldorado/Preljocaj” is a U.S. premiere.

U.S. PREMIERE OF SONIA WIEDER-ATHERTON’S “AT THE BEGINNING,

MONTEVERDI” IS PERFORMED IN FIAF’S LE SKYROOM, OCTOBER 2 – 4
Transcribing Monteverdi duets for cellos was the initial inspiration for Sonia Wieder-Atherson’s
American premiere.  As she worked she began to find herself blending the music by Berio,

Dusapin, Dutileux and Kurtag with the Monteverdi.  The result, “At the Beginning, Monteverdi,”
received its world premiere at Le Theatre de Chatelet in Paris, where the audience reclined on
mattresses.  New York audiences attending the performance in FIAF’s Le Skyroom will be
offered sofas, cushions, and mattresses.

AMERICAN PREMIERES A DOUBLE BILL OF RACHID OURAMDANE “A STANDING

BOY” AND PASCAL RAMBERT’S “WITH MY OWN HANDS” AT PERFORMANCE

SPACE 122, OCTOBER 3 & 4
The effect of the experience of one dance upon the experience of seeing another and then the
question of perhaps the evolution of a third conversation, is part of the idea behind the
“Dyptique” double bill of Pascal Rambert’s “With My Own Hands” and Rachid Ouramdane’s “A
Standing Boy” at P.S. 122 on October 3 & 4.  To further complicate questions of perception, the
two dances will be performed in separate spaces in the venue.

MORE
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WHERE TO GO:

FRENCH INSTITUTE ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE:

FLORENCE GOULD HALL IS LOCATED AT 55 EAST 59TH STREET BETWEEN PARK AND

MADISON AVENUES.  TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT 212-307-4100 OR AT WWW.FIAF.ORG.
FOR INFORMATION, CALL 212-355-6160.

TINKER AUDITORIUM IS LOCATED AT 55 EAST 59TH STREET BETWEEN PARK AND

MADISON AVENUES.  TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT 212-307-4100 OR AT WWW.FIAF.ORG.

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 212-355-6160.

LE SKYROOM IS LOCATED AT 22 EAST 60TH STREET BETWEEN PARK AND MADISON

AVENUES.  TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT 212-307-4100 OR AT WWW.FIAF.ORG.

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 212-355-6160.

FIAF GALLERY IS LOCATED AT 22 EAST 60TH STREET BETWEEN PARK AND MADISON

AVENUES.  FOR INFORMATION, CALL 646-388-6667.

OTHER VENUES:

CPR - CENTER FOR PERFORMANCE RESEARCH @ GREENBELT IS LOCATED AT 361

MANHATTAN AVENUE BETWEEN WITHERS AND JACKSON STREETS IN BROOKLYN.
RESERVE TICKETS BY EMAIL, CPRRSVP@AOL.COM OR VISIT WWW.CPRNYC.ORG FOR

INFORMATION.

DANCE THEATER WORKSHOP IS LOCATED AT 219 WEST 19TH STREET BETWEEN

SEVENTH AND EIGHTH AVENUES.  FOR INFORMATION, VISIT

WWW.DANCETHEATERWORKSHOP.ORG OR CALL 212-691-6500 X200.

HOTEL ON RIVINGTON IS LOCATED AT 107 RIVINGTON STREET BETWEEN ESSEX AND

LUDLOW STREETS.  FOR INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.HOTELONRIVINGTON.COM.

LUXE GALLERY IS LOCATED AT 53 STANTON STREET BETWEEN FORSYTH AND

ELDRIDGE STREETS.  FOR INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.LUXEGALLERY.NET OR CALL

212-582-4425.

PERFORMANCE SPACE 122 IS LOCATED AT 150 FIRST AVENUE ON THE CORNER OF

EAST 9TH STREET.  TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE BY VISITING WWW.PS1.ORG OR BY CALLING
212-352-3101.  FOR INFORMATION, CALL 212-477-5288.

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SCHEDULE.

###
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Crossing The Line : FIAF Fall Festival 2008

DATE & TIME  ARTIST & WORK VENUE & TICKET INFORMATION

MUSIC 2008

Saturday,
September 20
at 8:30pm

The Bad Plus with Beno”t Delbecq *
At FIAF, Florence Gould Hall
$25; $15 FIAF members

ThursdayÐSaturday,
October 2–4
at 8:00pm

ÔAt the Beginning, MonteverdiÕ **
Sonia Wieder-Atherton

At FIAF, Le Skyroom
$25; $15 FIAF members

THEATER 2008

Thursday–Saturday,
September 18Ð20
at 7:00pm

ÔThe ImageÕ **
Arthur Nauzyciel

At FIAF, Le Skyroom
$25; $15 FIAF members

DANCE 2008

Tuesday,
September 16
at 7:00pm

ÔThe Snow White ProjectÕ **
Catherine BaØ

On the sidewalk in front of the Diane von Furstenberg shop
Free

WednesdayÐFriday,
September 24Ð26
at 8:00pm

ÔWhile We Were Holding It TogetherÕ **
Ivana MŸller

At FIAF, Florence Gould Hall
$25; $15 FIAF & Dance Theater Workshop members

ThursdayÐSaturday,
September 25Ð27
at 7:30pm

I-Fang Lin / Christian Rizzo **
CPR Ð Center for Performance Research @ Greenbelt, Brooklyn
Free (advance reservations suggested)

Friday & Saturday,
October 3Ð4
at 7:30pm

ÔDiptyque: A Standing BoyÕ **
Rachid Ouramdane and
Pascal Rambert

Performance Space 122
Single Performance: $25; $10 FIAF & PS. 122 members
Both Performances: $35; $20 FIAF & PS. 122 members

Friday & Saturday,
October 3Ð4
at 9:00pm

ÔWith My Own HandsÕ **
Rachid Ouramdane and
Pascal Rambert

Performance Space 122
Single Performance: $25; $10 FIAF & PS. 122 members
Both Performances: $35; $20 FIAF & PS. 122 members

INSTALLATION 2008

WednesdayÐSunday,
September 7ÐOctober 8
from 11amÐ6pm

ÔOuttakesÕ *
Marie Losier

Luxe Gallery
Free

September 23ÐOctober 5

ÔThinking of Each Other Like Good
Friends WouldÕ *
Ivana MŸller

Dance Theater Workshop (lobby)
Free

ThursdayÐSaturday,
September 25Ð27
from 12Ð9pm

Ô100% PolyesterÕ and
ÔFant—mes et vanitŽs n¼4Õ **
Christian Rizzo

CPR Ð Center for Performance Research @ Greenbelt, Brooklyn
Free

LECTURE 2008

Wednesday,
September 10
at 7:30pm

ÔThe Last PerformanceÕ **
JŽr™me Bel

At FIAF, Le Skyroom
$25; $15 FIAF members

Saturday & Sunday,
September 27Ð28
from 4Ð6pm

ÔFood FuturesÕ *
Julie Andrieu, Wylie Dufresne and
David Zuddas

At FIAF, Le Skyroom
One day: $25; $15 FIAF members
Both days: $40; $20 FIAF members

*World Premiere **United States Premiere
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FILM 2008

Tuesday,
September 23
at 7:00pm

ÔFilm PortraitsÕ **
Marie Losier

At FIAF, Florence Gould Hall
$10; $7 students with ID; Free for FIAF members

Tuesday,
September 30
at 7:00pm

ÔLove NeutralÕ and
ÔBalkan BaroqueÕ **
Pierre Coulibeuf

At FIAF, Tinker Auditorium
$10; $7 students with ID; Free for FIAF members

Wednesday,
October 1
at 7:00pm

ÔEldorado / PreljocajÕ **
Olivier Assayas

At FIAF, Tinker Auditorium
$10; $7 students with ID; Free for FIAF members

DISCUSSION 2008

Saturday,
September 20
from 4Ð6pm

ÔWhy Do Politicians Need Artists?Õ
Roundtable Discussion

At FIAF, Tinker Auditorium
Free

MULTIMEDIA 2008

September 16ÐOctober 4 ÔAlloyÕ **
Virginie Yassef

At FIAF Gallery
Free

September 16ÐOctober 5 Companion Exhibit Ð
ÔThe Snow White ProjectÕ **
Catherine BaØ

At FIAF Gallery
Free

*World Premiere **United States Premiere

VENUE INFORMATION

FRENCH INSTITUTE ALLIANCE FRANÇAISE (FIAF)
Florence Gould Hall Ð 55 East 59th Street (between Park & Madison Avenues)

For tickets call 212.307.4100 or go to www.fiaf.org
Tinker Auditorium Ð 55 East 59th Street (between Park & Madison Avenues)

For tickets call 212.307.4100 or go to www.fiaf.org
Le Skyroom Ð 22 East 60th Street (between Park & Madison Avenues)

For tickets call 212.307.4100 or go to www.fiaf.org
FIAF Gallery Ð 22 East 60th Street (between Park & Madison Avenues)

For information call 646.388.6667 or go to www.fiaf.org

Diane von Furstenberg

874 Washington Street (at West 14th)

CPR – Center for Performance Research @ Greenbelt
361 Manhattan Avenue (at Jackson Street), Greenbelt Ð Unit 1; Williamsburg, Brooklyn

For information go to www.cprnyc.org and for reservations email CPRrsvp@aol.com

Performance Space 122
150 First Avenue (on the corner of East 9th Street)

For tickets call 212.352.3101 or go to www.ps122.org

Luxe Gallery
53 Stanton Street (between Forsyth & Eldridge Streets)

For information call 212.582.4425 or go to www.Luxegallery.net

Dance Theater Workshop

219 West 19th Street (between Seventh & Eighth Avenues)
For information call 212.691.6500 ext. 200 or go to www.dancetheaterworkshop.org

Hotel on Rivington
107 Rivington Street (between Essex & Ludlow Streets)

For information go to www.hotelonrivington.com

French Institute Alliance Française    22 East 60
th

 Street NY, NY 10022 USA
T. 212 355 6100   F. 212 935 4119   www.fiaf.org   reception@fiaf.org


