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MERCE CUNNINGHAM UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL
2WICE RELEASES FREE APP CELEBRATING
THE WORK OF MERCE CUNNINGHAM

While the legacy of the revolutionary choreographer Merce Cunningham (1919-
20009) is being feted and celebrated in venues and on stages across the globe, millions of
potential audience members can now access uniquely choreographed versions of the
master’s legendary Events for free—whenever and wherever they choose—and, they can
control the dancing. How is such magic possible?

Enter founder and executive editor of the award-winning 2wice magazine Patsy Tarr
and its editor and designer Abbott Miller, who created an app comprised of selected
photographs of the Merce Cunningham Dance Company that had appeared in four special
Cunningham-dedicated issues of 2wice over the past decade.

"The series was inspired by Cunningham’s Events, which are dances arranged for a
particular time or place and comprised of excerpts from the repertory,” said Ms. Tarr.
"Cunningham described his Events as 'not so much a dance, as the experience of dance.”

In the 2wice app, the photographs morph, image into image, like a dance.
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2WICE ADD ONE

The ten Cunningham Events include seven whose images were specially
choreographed for the still camera by Cunningham, plus three Events comprised of video
and interviews with longtime Cunningham dancers Jonah Bokaer and Holley Farmer. The
accompanying text is by dance writer and critic Nancy Dalva. Providing a rare, intimate
look at Cunningham’s work, the app, which honors the choreographer’s pioneering
fascination with the assistance that technology can offer dance, is designed for the iPad
and available for download through iTunes.

With the dancers in swimwear, shorts, Japanese robes, halters--and the then 82-
year-old choreographer in white shirt, jeans and red sneakers, Event 1 takes place on a
bright summer day on the roof of Westbeth, where the Cunningham studios have been
located since the early 70's.

Events 2, 3, 4, and 5 celebrate the enduring collaboration between Cunningham and
Robert Rauschenberg, who created costumes and décor for many of Cunningham’s classic
dances. Event 3 offers a close look at Cunningham’s witty, rarely seen 1958 “Antic Meet.”
Event 4 is comprised of photographs of “Travelogue” (1977), including a necklace of tin
cans that Rauschenberg attached to the orange legs of a dancer; and Event 5, based on
“Interscape” (2000), presents photographs that invite an examination of the detail of the
Rauschenberg’s paintings on the deep pastel-colored costumes.

Framed by the Cunningham studio’s gloriously oversized windows, Event 6, which
suggests the athletic power of dancers, is based on the 1965 "How to Pass, Kick, Fall and

"

Run.” In Event 7, the dancers, costumed in peacock blue leotard and tights and arranged
to resemble imagined creatures of nature, played hide-and-seek among the deep green
foliage and sculpture at the fantastical Vizcaya estate and gardens in Miami, FL.

Event 8 presents Jonah Bokaer on video performing a solo from “Split Sides” and
discussing the creation of the work, while Event 9 is a solo from Cunningham'’s “Loosetime”
performed by Holley Farmer, who also provides a revealing description of the way in which
Cunningham transferred his choreographic ideas onto her body. In Event 10, Bokaer and

Farmer perform the gently erotic floor duet from “Changing Steps.”
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2WICE ADD TWO

ABOUT THE CREATORS

Patsy Tarr is the Founder and President of the 2wice Arts Foundation and serves as the
Executive Editor of Zwice, Editions Z2wice, 2Zwice Books and Zwice Media. She is a Board
Member of the Cunningham Dance Foundation, Chez Bushwick, and The Central Park
Conservancy. She is the owner of a unique collection of Geoffrey Beene couture.

Abbott Miller is a designer, art director, writer, and a partner in the international design
studio Pentagram. He has served as Editor and Art Director of Zwice since its inception,
collaborating with leading choreographers and photographers on this unique performing and
visual arts publication. Prior to Zwice he served as designer of the award-winning quarterly
Dance Ink. A retrospective of his design work for Zwice and Dance Ink was held at the
American Institute of Graphic Arts in 2010. He studied at the Cooper Union in New York and
later founded the multidisciplinary studio Design/Writing/Research. Abbott has received
numerous honors, including medals from the Society for Publication Designers and three
nominations for National Magazine Awards. His work and critical writing has appeared in Eye,
Print, 1.D. and other publications, and he is the co- author of four books, including the classic
Design/Writing/Research: Writing on Graphic Design. A survey of his design work, Open Book:
Design and Content, will be published by Princeton Architectural Press in 2012,
www.pentagram.com
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PLEASE SEE THE NEW 2WICE WEBSITE TO DOWNLOAD THE MERCE CUNNINGHAM
EVENT APP AND FOR AN OVERVIEW OF ITS CONTENTS http://www.2wice.org
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