Watch Our Surgeries
Beth Israel Medical Cen
and Lo

OPRES

BLOGS FEATURES COLUMNS FILM MUSIC 2417 FOOD

Home E Articles E 24/7 E 24/7 Dance E Ying!s Yang

- ~
YingOs Yang
Choreographer Fagan teams up with Ying Quartet

By Susan Reiter
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Garth FaganOs musical choices are ever eclectic
and surprising. The acclaimed choreographer
has collaborated with Wynton Marsalis on
several occasions, and has been known to turn
to other jazz composers as well. But he is just
as likely to turn to Brahms or Dvorak, or
composers of various nationalities, past and
present. When his Rochester-based troupe
returns to the Joyce next week, he will unveil
his newest work, set to selections by various
Chinese-American composers.

The impetus for the premiere, Mudan 175/39,
came from his interest in collaborating with the
Ying Quartet. They share a Rochester base,
since the Quartet is in residence at (and made
up of faculty members from) the Eastman
School of Music. Fagan was drawn to the 2008
recording Dim Sum, which features a dozen
compositionsNseveral of them never recorded
beforeNthat exemplify a conscious blending of
sounds, techniques and ideas from traditional
Chinese music with the string quartet of the
Western classical tradition. They range in length
from just over a minute to 11 minutes long.

Ol listened to it and just loved it,O Fagan said by
phone recently of the CD, from which he chose five tracks, including works by Tan Dun and Bright Sheng. OAnd
| listen a lot before | choose music. When | go into the studio and give the dancers the movement in silence,
because the music is going on in my head. | have to know the score that way. Then | put on the music, and it
all fits.O

Fagan tends to give his work intriguing, deeply meaningful titles. He decoded this latest one: OMudan, the tree
peony, was the traditional national flower of China, until it was changed in the twentieth century. This year is
the 175th anniversary of the city of Rochester. And my company is 39 years old.O

He noted that these scores offered him, and the dancers, new challenges. OltOs very difficult for the dancers,
because lots of it you canOt count. The meter is not like ours. You have to really listen to the music and phrase
with it. And the way the melodies and the harmonies change or beginNthatOs also foreign to western ears.O

The dance, which has a cast of nine, is in four sections, tited ONowhere,O OHere,0 ONow HereO and ONow.O Al
with an energetic opening section, and a solo (for Khama Kgatri), there are a series of duets, each evoking a
couple at a different stage of life, that Fagan describes as Obrief but chock full of flavorNlike dim sum.O

The company is notable for the range of ages within its roster. Dancers tend to remain with Fagan for many
years, and along with young newcomers, such as Vitolio Jeune, who appeared on OSo You Think You Can
Dance,O there are those such as Steve Humphrey and Norwood Pennewell, whose tenure goes back three
decades. Those two veterans are featured in Oatka Trial, a Fagan classic for three men from 1979 that has
been revived this season. Dancing alongside them is 21-year-old Travis St. Denny.

Having dancers representing such different generations Okeeps us fresh,0 Fagan finds. He enjoys showcasing
the vibrant abilities of his younger dancers, but OItOs good to see dancers who are more mature. You donOt
expect them to do what the kids can do. But they know a lot of subtle thingsNmusicianship and phrasingNthat
the kids donOt know yet. Nor should they, or could they. | designed my technique because | wanted to keep
dancers dancing longer. Of all the art forms, dance is the one where after age thirty, they throw you away. And
nobody knows much about life at 30. What you learn after 30, that you can bring to the danceNmatters of
subtlety, matters of nuance, of staminaNare all the things that it takes time to develop.O

Garth Fagan Dance

Oct. 27-Nov. 1, Joyce Theater, 175 8th Ave. (at W. 19th St.), 212-242-0800: times very, $10 and up


http://www.nypress.com/
http://manhattanmedia.com/
http://www.manhattanmedia.com/avenue/invite/index2.php
http://newyorkfamily.com/
http://ourtownny.com/
http://westsidespirit.com/
http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html#
http://www.nypress.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BKGV2qnrgSsvuLZ7klQfKuP22BuuUrJ4BAAAAEAEgx6rgDjgAUNbW0rIBWIOlhLEQYMnGqYvApNgPsgEPd3d3Lm55cHJlc3MuY29tugEJNzI4eDkwX2FzyAEC2gE2aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXByZXNzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlLTIwNTE0LXlpbmdyc3MteWFuZy5odG1swAIC4AIB6gIZTllQX2hvbWVfdG9wYmFubmVyXzcyOHg5MPgC9NEegAMBkAPgA5gD4AOoAwHIAwXgBAE&num=0&sig=AGiWqtzUoTw_6SMcYOfCpvr5A8DtwN0vZA&client=ca-pub-1532590801582667&adurl=http://www.lookintheor.com/&nm=6
http://www.nypress.com/blogs.php
http://www.nypress.com/articles.sec-2-1-features.html
http://www.nypress.com/articles.sec-3-1-columns.html
http://www.nypress.com/flex-17-film.html
http://www.nypress.com/flex-19-music.html
http://www.nypress.com/flex-18-24_7.html
http://www.nypress.com/flex-20-food.html
http://www.nypress.com/classifieds.php
http://www.nypress.com/contest.engine.php
http://www.nypress.com/flex-21-special-sections.html
http://www.nypress.com/print-article-20514-print.html
http://www.nypress.com/engines/share.toolbox/ajax/send.by.email.php?id_article=20514&theLink=http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html&theTitle=Ying%26rsquo%3Bs+Yang
http://www.nypress.com/share.toolbox.php?id_article=20514&theLink2Share=http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html&theTitle2Share=Ying%26rsquo%3Bs+Yang
http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html#dComments
http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html#
http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html#
http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html#
http://www.nypress.com/articles.by.Author-427.html
javascript:showContent_1866('1866_c');
javascript:showContent_1866('v_1866_2');
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BaYkBq3rgSvmKCaTslQeK_vWiBr2-6aEBAAAAEAEgx6rgDjgAUIX6up34_____wFYnZHh5w9gycapi8Ck2A-yAQ93d3cubnlwcmVzcy5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2FzyAEC2gE2aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXByZXNzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlLTIwNTE0LXlpbmdyc3MteWFuZy5odG1s4AECwAIC4AIB6gImTllQX2hvbWVfTWVkUmVjUmlnaHRfMzAweDI1MF9CTE9PTUJFUkf4AvTRHoADAZAD4AOYA-ADqAMByAMF4AQB&num=0&sig=AGiWqtxZ9w0YuoWmRb90LmVWh4T-ywbXuQ&client=ca-pub-1532590801582667&adurl=http://www.mikebloomberg.com/index.cfm%3Fobjectid%3D68935252-219B-8B95-7C652E3810615E86%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_content%3Deconomicplan%26utm_campaign%3Dmm&nm=1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BMTwqq3rgSqu6EY_rlQevkqCZBt2gjKYBAAAAEAEgx6rgDjgAUNKihqX______wFY0-jevxFgycapi8Ck2A-yAQ93d3cubnlwcmVzcy5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2FzyAEC2gE2aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXByZXNzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlLTIwNTE0LXlpbmdyc3MteWFuZy5odG1s4AEDwAIC4AIB6gIdTllQX2hvbWVfTWVkUmVjUmlnaHQxXzMwMHgyNTD4AvTRHoADAZAD4AOYA-ADqAMByAMF4AQB&num=0&sig=AGiWqtz8Gl8479CIXfW0MITz_i0-tKSQKg&client=ca-pub-1532590801582667&adurl=http://www.gofobo.com/rsvp&nm=2
http://www.nypress.com/my.events.php
http://www.constantcontact.com/safesubscribe.jsp
http://www.facebook.com/NewYorkPress?ref=nf
http://twitter.com/N_YPress
http://www.cityarts.info/
http://www.nypress.com/
http://www.nypress.com/articles.html
http://www.nypress.com/articles.sec-6-1-24_7.html
http://www.nypress.com/articles.sec-26-1-24_7-dance.html
http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html#
http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html#
http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html#
http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html#
http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html#
http://www.nypress.com/article-20514-yingrss-yang.html#

