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Today in Culture

Lin and Sarah Arison photographed at The Lowe Art Museum, University of Miami.

(Moris Moreno for The New York Times)

When arts patronage is in the blood

The dinner last month at the French Consulate on Fifth Avenue

honoring Lin Arison, the Miami arts patron, and her book "Travels

With van Gogh and the Impressionists: Discovering the Connections,"

seemed like just another night on New York's high-end art circuit.

Luminaries like Agnes Gund, the former president of the Museum of

Modern Art, and the patrons Steven and Kimberly Rockefeller studded

the guest list. The meal - of dishes van Gogh ate at the Auberge

Ravoux outside Paris, prepared by Daniel Boulud, Yosuke Suga and

Jacques Torres - was displayed on blue glass plates set beneath sky-

high shoots of yellow sunflowers in homage to the artist.

Circulating with the self-assurance of someone who had worked a room for decades was 23-

year-old Sarah Arison, granddaughter of the guest of honor and president of the Arison Arts

Foundation in Miami. Meanwhile, holding court next to Patsy Tarr, the indefatigable supporter

of dance in New York, was her 28-year-old daughter, Jennie Tarr Coyne, a museum educator

and the vice president of 2wice Arts Foundation, a group founded by her mother in 1989.

Young faces at such events are of course not unusual. Arts institutions have been cultivating

people in their 20s and 30s for years as a way of shoring up future donors. But Arison and

Coyne are not merely passing through. They are among a small and privileged group who

hope, and are being groomed, to do much more: to take over the family business, so to speak

- that business being arts patronage.

Their position is a rare one. Not many people have a foundation in the family. But the journey

ahead of them poses some interesting questions. It is one thing to pass on a casual

appreciation of the arts, but can one also pass on a lifetime commitment? How does one

learn the ropes? And how do foundations integrate the sometimes different priorities of

younger and older members?

"Arts institutions are now seeing more young people who want to be involved in and respect

family histories," said Virginia M. Esposito, president of the National Center for Family

Philanthropy. She added that such donors "also want to ensure that those institutions reflect

their changing values and experiences."

In 2005, when she was in her third year of college, Sarah

Arison was named to head the Arison Arts Foundation, a

nonprofit organization created that same year by her

grandmother to encourage arts across America, particularly

in high schools and conservatories, and to ensure the

longevity and expansion of the National Foundation for

Advancement in the Arts (whose core program is called

YoungArts) and the New World Symphony, both of which

her grandparents founded.

A self-proclaimed academic traditionalist who had, in her

adolescence, considered artists, including her mother, to be

"slackers," Sarah wasn't the obvious choice to ensure the

continuation of the Arison vision. But as her grandmother,

Lin Arison, explained, "She's the one, the only one out of all 12 of them that came to me and

said, 'You and Grandpa started these organizations, and I want to help you."'

Sarah was just 15 when her grandmother, grieving after the death of her husband, Ted, the

founder of Carnival Cruise Lines, took her to France to retrace the steps of van Gogh and the

Impressionists (a trip later recounted in Lin Arison's book.)

"I realized that for him being an artist wasn't a choice," said Sarah, who lives in Miami. "And

just as much as I would have been unhappy being an artist, he would have been unhappy not

being one. It was the biggest realization at that age - that both points are completely valid and

should be supported."

Once it dawned on her that she might want to follow in her grandmother's footsteps, Sarah

gave up her plans to pursue science and instead majored in French and business at Emory

University, disciplines she thought would be more helpful for a life devoted to the arts.

Eight years after she first started trailing her grandmother around, Sarah is now starting to

take over a few responsibilities wholesale: helping to develop programs for YoungArts and

attending board meetings for both YoungArts and the New World Symphony, something Lin

Arison rarely does these days.

"It's a lot of responsibility," said Sarah, who is pursuing a parallel career in fashion journalism

in New York with the blessing of her grandmother, who believes Sarah should have the same

experiences as any typical young adult.

While a previous generation of women turned to philanthropy because their career options

were often limited, today's young women (and men) have far wider horizons. Writing checks

and attending benefits are a pretty easy sell for those who can afford it, but beyond that, full-

time arts patronage means life in the nonprofit trenches. It is not necessarily something

everyone wants to do.

1  |  2  Next Page

Mining the past, identity museums
forge a future

Prices continue to soar as a Bacon
earns £17.28 million at Christie's
sale

'The Chalk Garden,' by Enid Bagnold,
offers substance in the silly season

Video See all  videos »

Most E-Mailed

24 Hours  |  7 Days  |  30 Days

1. Olympic nightmare: A red tide in the Yellow Sea

2. Stunned France wonders how military exercise went
wrong

3. Decades later, still asking: Would I pull that switch?

4. In Algeria, insurgents gain a lifeline from Al Qaeda

5. Has Carla Bruni's spirit saved couture?

6. Weather plays larger role in global fuel prices

7. American town finds drug agent is really an impostor

8. EBay ordered to pay LVMH !38.6 million

9. Airlines try to hedge oil costs to stay in business

10. Sex and the fall of a billionaire businessman

Culture

AMERICAS EUROPE ASIA/PACIFIC AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST  TECH/MEDIA STYLE HEALTH

TRAVEL PROPERTIES BLOGS DISCUSSIONS SPECIAL REPORTS AUDIONEWS

iht.com Business Culture Sports Opinion Morning home delivery - save up to 72%

SEARCH
Advanced

Search

Movie Minutes: 'The Love

Guru'

A. O. Scott reviews "The Love
Guru," starring Mike Myers
and Jessica Alba.

javascript:pop_me_up('http://link.brightcove.com/services/link/bcpid959009704/bclid1078647251/bctid1636622684?src=mrss','IHTcomVideo','scrollbars=no,resizable=no,status=no,width=917,height=606')
javascript:pop_me_up('http://link.brightcove.com/services/link/bcpid959009704/bclid1078647251/bctid1636622684?src=mrss','IHTcomVideo','scrollbars=no,resizable=no,status=no,width=917,height=606')
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000741725/mnum=0000554824/genr=1/tkdt=B0P0R1T0/u=1/hr=10/hl=8/c=3/scres=5/swh=1920x1200/tile=1/f=1/r=1/fv=9/cstr=13491083=_486a41f6,8156612946,741725%5E554824%5E1%5E-74,1_/bnum=13491083
http://www.iht.com/?WT.mc_id=glob_mrktg_home&WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.iht.com/pages/sports/index.php?WT.mc_id=glob_mrktg_lead&WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/30/sports/tennis.php?WT.mc_id=glob_mrktg_lead&WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/30/sports/tennis.php?WT.mc_id=glob_mrktg_lead&WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/27/sports/tennis.php?WT.mc_id=glob_mrktg_lnk1&WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/29/sports/tennis.php?WT.mc_id=glob_mrktg_lnk2&WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/27/sports/27wimbledon.php?WT.mc_id=glob_mrktg_lnk3&WT.mc_ev=click
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=Bqxlc90FqSN_qCJTSVNeChLYH69abNdOL4awCwI23AcCz1AEQARgBIO7p-wIoBDgAUObOi_0DYMnGqYvApNgPsgELd3d3LmlodC5jb23IAQHaATdodHRwOi8vd3d3LmlodC5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAwOC8wNi8yOC9hcnRzL3BhdHJvbnMucGhwqAMB6AM56AMY6AMO6AO6BPUDAAQAAPUDBAAAAIgEAZAEAZgEAA&num=1&adurl=http://www.westgp.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=Bqxlc90FqSN_qCJTSVNeChLYH69abNdOL4awCwI23AcCz1AEQARgBIO7p-wIoBDgAUObOi_0DYMnGqYvApNgPsgELd3d3LmlodC5jb23IAQHaATdodHRwOi8vd3d3LmlodC5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAwOC8wNi8yOC9hcnRzL3BhdHJvbnMucGhwqAMB6AM56AMY6AMO6AO6BPUDAAQAAPUDBAAAAIgEAZAEAZgEAA&num=1&adurl=http://www.westgp.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=Bbiip90FqSN_qCJTSVNeChLYHmo7uTdKszLYGwI23AdCHVhACGAIg7un7AigEOABQ4raziwNgycapi8Ck2A-yAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBN2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA4LzA2LzI4L2FydHMvcGF0cm9ucy5waHDIAsyAwAWoAwHoAznoAxjoAw7oA7oE9QMABAAA9QMEAAAAiAQBkAQBmAQA&num=2&adurl=http://web.mac.com/artsetc/Arts_Etc./One_to_One_counseing.html&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=Bbiip90FqSN_qCJTSVNeChLYHmo7uTdKszLYGwI23AdCHVhACGAIg7un7AigEOABQ4raziwNgycapi8Ck2A-yAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBN2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA4LzA2LzI4L2FydHMvcGF0cm9ucy5waHDIAsyAwAWoAwHoAznoAxjoAw7oA7oE9QMABAAA9QMEAAAAiAQBkAQBmAQA&num=2&adurl=http://web.mac.com/artsetc/Arts_Etc./One_to_One_counseing.html&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BYBb590FqSN_qCJTSVNeChLYHpoL6TJjJhtEFqPDW6wrAsS4QAxgDIO7p-wIoBDgAUIzGxYQHYMnGqYvApNgPoAHW57v-A7IBC3d3dy5paHQuY29tyAEB2gE3aHR0cDovL3d3dy5paHQuY29tL2FydGljbGVzLzIwMDgvMDYvMjgvYXJ0cy9wYXRyb25zLnBocIACAcACAcgCpvOHBKgDAegDOegDGOgDDugDugT1AwAEAAD1AwQAAACIBAGQBAGYBAA&num=3&ggladgrp=8847639380289043372&gglcreat=6080452597542959139&adurl=http://www.lktop.com/t/go.php%3Fc%3Dcst_google&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BYBb590FqSN_qCJTSVNeChLYHpoL6TJjJhtEFqPDW6wrAsS4QAxgDIO7p-wIoBDgAUIzGxYQHYMnGqYvApNgPoAHW57v-A7IBC3d3dy5paHQuY29tyAEB2gE3aHR0cDovL3d3dy5paHQuY29tL2FydGljbGVzLzIwMDgvMDYvMjgvYXJ0cy9wYXRyb25zLnBocIACAcACAcgCpvOHBKgDAegDOegDGOgDDugDugT1AwAEAAD1AwQAAACIBAGQBAGYBAA&num=3&ggladgrp=8847639380289043372&gglcreat=6080452597542959139&adurl=http://www.lktop.com/t/go.php%3Fc%3Dcst_google&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BmXeD90FqSN_qCJTSVNeChLYH0_WEN-eo19cFwI23AZDHLBAEGAQg7un7AigEOABQ5PyIowRgycapi8Ck2A-yAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBN2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA4LzA2LzI4L2FydHMvcGF0cm9ucy5waHCoAwHoAznoAxjoAw7oA7oE9QMABAAA9QMEAAAAiAQBkAQBmAQA&num=4&adurl=http://www.pattisaraniero.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BmXeD90FqSN_qCJTSVNeChLYH0_WEN-eo19cFwI23AZDHLBAEGAQg7un7AigEOABQ5PyIowRgycapi8Ck2A-yAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBN2h0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA4LzA2LzI4L2FydHMvcGF0cm9ucy5waHCoAwHoAznoAxjoAw7oA7oE9QMABAAA9QMEAAAAiAQBkAQBmAQA&num=4&adurl=http://www.pattisaraniero.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://www.iht.com/cgi-bin/search.cgi?query=By%20Kathryn%20Shattuck&sort=publicationdate&submit=Search
javascript:textSize('down')
javascript:textSize('up')
javascript:pop_me_up('/bin/email.php?id=14041731&code=0&type=Article','email','height=600,width=600,scrollbars=yes,resize=yes');
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/28/arts/patrons.php#
javascript:printFriendly();
javascript:pop_me_up('/bin/3-col.php?id=14041731','3col','width=980,height=694');
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/28/arts/patrons.php#
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/28/arts/patrons.php#
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/28/arts/patrons.php?page=2
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/28/arts/patrons.php?page=2
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/07/02/arts/ident.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/07/02/arts/melik2.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/07/02/arts/LON2.php
javascript:pop_me_up('http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid959009704','IHTcomVideo','scrollbars=no,resizable=no,status=no,width=917,height=606');
http://www.iht.com/rss/mostemailedRSS_1.xml
http://www.iht.com/indexes/mostemailed/index.php
javascript:most_emailed_showContent('2');
javascript:most_emailed_showContent('3');
javascript:most_emailed_showContent('1');
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/30/asia/china.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/30/europe/shoot.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/07/01/healthscience/01mind.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/07/01/africa/01algeria.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/30/style/rdior.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/30/business/weather.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/07/01/america/01imposter.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/30/business/lvmh.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/30/business/30hedge.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/06/30/business/epstein.php
http://www.iht.com/
http://www.iht.com/pages/arts/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/europe/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/technology/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/americas/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/africa/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/healthscience/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/style/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/asia/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/properties/index.php
http://audionews.iht.com/
http://blogs.iht.com/
http://www.iht.com/indexes/specialreports/index.php
http://talk.iht.com/
http://www.iht.com/pages/travel/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/sports/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/opinion/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/business/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/arts/index.php
http://www.iht.com/pages/index.php
http://www.iht.com/subscriptions/index.php
javascript:document.nav_search_form.submit();
http://www.iht.com/cgi-bin/adv_search.cgi


iht.com/sports

Women top seeds an endangered species
at Wimbledon
More from Wimbledon:

Ivanovic latest in big-name loser roll call
A proper Wimbledon pause for reflection
Early exits for Roddick and Sharapova

Ads by Google

bareMinerals® Foundation
bareMinerals® Foundation Official Website. 100% Pure bareMinerals®.
www.bareMinerals.com

Peter Gelb
SundayArts Covers the NYC Art Scene Learn More About Peter Gelb
Now.
www.Thirteen.org/SundayArts

Family Foundations
Helping Families and Foundations Effectively Transfer Wealth.
iffadvisors.org

Don't Pay for School
Spend just 20 seconds for a chance to win a Free $10,000
Scholarship!
www.FreeScholarship10k.com

By Kathryn Shattuck Published: June 29, 2008

  

  E-Mail Article

  Listen to Article

  Printer-Friendly

  3-Column Format

  Translate

  Share Article

  Text Size

Back to top

Lin and Sarah Arison photographed at The Lowe Art Museum, University of Miami.
(Moris Moreno for The New York Times)

When arts patronage is in the blood

(Page 2 of 2)

Among the families that have successfully passed the torch down

through successive generations are the Rockefellers in New York, the

Fields in Chicago and the Haases in San Francisco. But incorporating

young people into an established board can require finesse. Young

perspectives are critical to the future of any organization, but first-time

board members also have to be sensitive to the board's overall focus.

The Maurer Family Foundation of Palm Beach, Florida, founded in

1996 by Ann and Gilbert Maurer to support the arts in the United

States, has a board on which three generations sit, including the three oldest grandchildren.

Now the two children of Jonathan Maurer, a son of Ann and Gilbert and a director and

treasurer on the board, are not too far off from turning 18, when they will be eligible for the

board. Jonathan Maurer said that he and the rest of the board were having second thoughts

about offering positions to their mature children, including his daughter, Stephanie, 16, and

son, Alexander, 15.

"My daughter is the oldest of kind of a big group that over the next eight years will reach that

age," Maurer said. "We're trying to figure out whether we can, as an organization, support that

many members from an expense standpoint. But the flip side is, can we afford not to since

they are in effect going to be the stewards of this foundation 20 or 30 years down the road?"

The Maurer family had considered forming a children's board, giving them small amounts of

money to do with as they desired. "But there's a kind of schism on the board," Maurer said.

"There are those who would rather have them learn on their own than to have the board

teach them."

The Tecovas Foundation went in the opposite direction when two older members died,

leaving a board with four of the seven members under 30.

"That not only left a strange vacancy on the board but reinfused the foundation with a lot of

money it didn't anticipate having," said Mary Galeti, the 25-year-old vice chairwoman of the

foundation, which grew from $700,000 to $11 million in the course of a few years because of

gifts left after the death of her mother and aunt.

Suddenly the youthful trustees found themselves reconsidering the direction of the foundation,

which was established in 1998 by Caroline Bush Emeny, who was 88 at the time, for the

creation of the Globe-News Center for the Performing Arts in Amarillo, Texas.

"We saw the priority of arts funding," Galeti said, "but we also saw that there are a lot of other

priorities out there."

Four years later the trustees have reached a forward-looking compromise: the foundation has

broadened its outreach with grants to international-development organizations like the Hunger

Project and the Women's Trade and Finance Council. And though it continues to support the

Cleveland Orchestra and the Cleveland Play House, the foundation imposes some 21st-

century criteria on its gifts - for example, that an education program at the Globe-News center

include remote-site possibilities so that students in rural areas could participate through

the Internet.

"I think a lot of folks are struggling with legacy," said Galeti, who also helps small nonprofit

organizations set up Web sites through grassroots.org. "They struggle with how we honor

those people while doing their own work.

"'The thing about my generation is that we are more directly interested in leaving our mark,

building something that will create a lasting impact, whatever that may be."
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