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OR “Passport,” anew

theatrical work by

Robert Whitman that .

will be staged April 16
and 17 at Montclair State Uni-
versity and on the banks of
the Hudson River in Beacon,
N.Y., the artist relied heavily
on “technical guys,” he said.

The piece comprises two si-
multaneous performances,
with selected images trans-
mitted from one site to the
other in real time, through
video capture, wireless trans-
mission and Internet stream-
ing.

An outdoor audience seated
on bleachers at Riverfront
Park in Beacon, for example,
will watch as a flaming boat

“Passport” runs April 16 and
17 at 8 p.m. at the Alexander
Kasser Theater, at Montclair
State University, 1 Normal
Avenue, Montclair. Tickets
are $15; (973) 655-5112 or
peakperfs.org. “Passport”
also will be presented the
same dates and time at Riv-
erfront Park near Dia: Bea-
con in Beacon, N.Y. Tickets,
which include museum ad-
mission, are $25 (seniors, stu-
dents and members, $15).
(845) 440-0100 or diaart.org.
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makes its way down the Hud-
son. In Montclair, N.J., that
same image will be projected
for the indoor audience at the
Alexander Kasser Theater.
Likewise, as the Montclair au-
dience watches a dancer levi-
tate, the Beacon audience will
see a live feed of that, so that
both places are joined in
something like a dialogue, Mr.
Whitman said.

The goal, he said, is “to get
a sense of pull between the -
two parts,” which is some-

thing he hopes to experience
firsthand at both locations. On
April 16, Mr. Whitman will be
directing in Montclair. The
next night, he will travel to
Beacon.

“I don’t know what people
will take away from it,” Mr.
Whitman said. “They might
think it’s interesting. It’s the
kind of thing I don’t think
about.” :

“Passport” was co-commis-
sioned by Peak Perform-
ances, the presenting arm of

A ‘Passport’ to a Parallel Experience

Montclair State University,
and the Dia Art Foundation, a
longtime supporter of Mr.
Whitman’s work. Mr. Whit-
man, 75, of Warwick, N.Y., has
made a career of braiding
theater with multimedia ele-
ments since the 1960s, often’
collaborating with engineers
and scientists. :

Mr. Whitman lived in En-
glewood as a teenager and
graduated from Rutgers Uni-
versity. In 1966, he was one of
10 New York artists who
worked with more than 30 en-
gineers and scientists from
Bell Labs in Murray Hill, N.J.,
to create the performance se-
ries “Nine Evenings: Theater
and Engineering,” which i
paved the way for the non-
profit group Experiments in
Art and Technology, co-found-
ed by Mr. Whitman, Robert
Rauschenberg and others.

Mr. Whitman hopes that
Dia and Peak Performances’
effortsto publicize “Passport”
will propel the work, which he
may try to duplicate else-

‘where. .

“This is the first time thi
kind of energy has been put
behind something of mine,” he
said.
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